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MSCC Goldsby Scholar Accepts Challenges, Graduates from Duke 

When it comes to higher education, Mari Jordon Underwood can’t resist a 

challenge. 

As a senior at Marion High School in 2007-08, Underwood accepted a Goldsby 

Scholarship at Mid-South Community College and aced two classes in the fall and two 

more in the spring. As a student at the University of Arkansas, she told a conference 

presenter about her desire to pursue a master’s degree in nursing at a prestigious 

university and gained even greater resolve. 

“I found the presentation 

very interesting and located the 

speaker later that day to discuss 

the topic further,” Underwood 

said. “When he asked what 

graduate schools I was 

considering, I responded with 

my top three choices in no 

specific order.” 

“When I said ‘Duke,’ he 

replied, ‘Duke? Wow! I hope 

you have a backup plan.’ My 

motivation and determination to 

attend Duke University had officially been fueled.” 

Underwood said her mentor and professors at U of A had encouraged her to aim 

high because of her grades and resume. The presenter’s flip comment about her slim 

Mari Jordon Underwood poses with her father, 
Donnie Underwood, in Krzyzewskiville on the 
campus of Duke University 



 

 

 

 

chances of being accepted at Duke “ignited a new sense of determination” that resulted in 

graduation from the Durham, N.C., institution, multiple research project completions, and 

travel around the world to study medicine. 

With an MSN degree (Family Nurse Practitioner Track) under her belt, 

Underwood took and passed the Tennessee Family Nurse Practitioner Certification exam 

on Feb. 4, 2015. When her official board certification letter arrives, she plans to apply for 

a license to practice in Arkansas. Underwood currently works as a registered nurse in 

Memphis. 

She said pursuing a healthcare career “just made sense.” 

As a youngster, “I remember playing with plastic stethoscopes and doctor kits. In 

fourth grade, I received a microscopy and dissection kit for Christmas. I participated in 

MASH at Crittenden Hospital in ninth grade, and after experiencing my first surgery, I 

was sold. I thought it was the coolest thing ever!” 

Underwood said the four classes she completed at MSCC – English Composition 

I and II, Psychology, and Oral Communication – helped her make the jump to the 

University of Arkansas and Duke University. 

“I felt attending classes at MSCC provided valuable insight and a sense of ‘what 

to expect’ at the university level,” she explained. 

 Underwood enrolled at U of A in the fall of 2008. She joined Chi Omega and 

earned membership in Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and most selective collegiate 

honor society for all academic disciplines, and the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma 

Theta Tau International. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. 

 In addition to Duke and the University of Arkansas, Goldsby Scholars have 

transferred to such notable schools as Vanderbilt, Arizona State, Arkansas State, Baylor, 

Christian Brothers, Drexel, Florida Atlantic, Harding, Hendrix, Louisiana State, Miami 

University, Middle Tennessee, Mississippi College, Mississippi State,  New York 

University, Oklahoma State, Oral Roberts, Pepperdine, Purdue, Rhodes, Saint Louis 

University, State University New York-Buffalo, Texas Tech, Arizona, University of 

Arkansas for the Medical Sciences, Central Arkansas, Cincinnati, Florida, Illinois, 

Louisville, Maryland, Ole Miss, Nebraska, North Dakota, Tennessee, Texas-San Antonio, 

Wellesley College, Wichita State, and Xavier. 



 

 

 

 

 For information about learning and scholarship opportunities at MSCC, visit the 

campus at 2000 West Broadway in West Memphis, call Admissions at (870) 733-6728, 

email admissions@midsouthcc.edu, or see the College’s website at 

www.midsouthcc.edu. 
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